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WASHINGTON, March 29 — Back 
during his middle-class Brooklyn boy- 
hood, . Joseph Anthony Califano Jr. 
probably never dreamed that some day 
he would have his own cook, on the 
public payroll or otherwise. 

But then he probably also never 
thought that some day he would take 
in more than half a million dollars as 
a lawyer in a single year, or that he 
would be an intimate of Presidents or 
that he would administer a Federal bu- 
reaucracy with- an annual budget of 
$162.2 billion— or that that cook would 
turn out to be so much trouble. 

When President Carter named Mr.. 
Califano Secretary of Health, Education 
and Welfare, there was some carping 
from the left that the nominee was 
hard on abortion and from the right 
that he was soft on spending, but for 
the most part opinion was that the ap- 
pointment was sound. 

Handled Himself With Wit 

A magna cum laude graduate of Har- 
vard Law School, a success in several 
son’s right-hand man for domestic af- 
fairs, Mr. Califano was an. achiever and 
streamliner after Mr. Carter’s own 
heart. 

So the nomination was approved, and 
things went along fairly smoothly until 
last week when it came to light that 
Mr. Califano had hired one Wiley 
Barnes, a retiree drawing a pension 
from the Marine Corps, to a $12,763-a- 
year post as the Secretary’s cook. 

Mr. Califano handled a barrage of 
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press question?, the matter; with York law firm once run by Thomas 
some wit, saying he planned to keep E . Dewey, but he found the work so 

he cook but rewrite the job descrip- tedious that in 1961 he wrote a letter 

tion, one that made no mention of culi- to Cyrus R. Vance, then the Pentagon’s 

• general counsel, asking for a job. 


nary-duties. 

There was also a lesser embroilment 
involving a former Secret Service man 
hired for $43,923 a year as a “body- 
guard,” but that subsided somewhat 
when Mr. Califano said the man was 
instead a “chief administrative: officer” 
whose duties . included, among other 
things, “building security” at the de- 
partment. . / . 

Many Washingtonians were - merely 
amused by the irony of the situation — a 
member of the no-nonsense, frill-snip- 
ping, just-folks Carter Administration 
hiring a cook. In previous Administra- 
tions, the perquisite would likely have * * 
gone unnoticed. 

■ Others hotly defended the Secretary. 

“It’s totally common around the Gov- 
ernment” for departments to have 
cooks, said a high-ranking official at 
H.E.W. “This is what makes me so mad 
about the story. It’s not untrue, but it’s 
prestigious law firms, President John- 
unfair”. ‘ V. * * 

“In the Pentagon it’s been a scandal 
for years,”' the official said. “There’s 
several private dining rooms according 
to rank. In Treasury they have a staff 
of about six.” '-uv .•• ’ 

The spokesman also denied that the 
new cook in any way represented insu- 
larity or autocracy on Mr. Califano’s 
part.: . ; .V.. • % • 

“Anybody can' speak, up and tell him 
he’s wrong about ' something, and 
everybody does. .He’s surrounded him- 
self with a bunch of no-meh and mo- 
women. Discussion of policy in his of- 
fice is very open,” he said. “He’ll say, i 
‘Here’s what I want to do. Anybody 
who disagrees, shoot at it.’” %},.:} 

Nor, said the official, is Mr. Califano 
some kind of sybaritic high liver with 
a taste for hummingbird tongues on 
toast. . 1 f' 

“There’s nothing pretentious about i 
him,” he said. “He has two beat-up 
old cars, .a 1971 Ford station wagon 
and a 1969 Mustang. When we turned 
the building temperature to 65, he 
brought in this raunchy old blue sweat- 
er. He still wears it.” 

There were those, however, who 
thought the cook neither a laughing 
matter rtor a trivial one. 

‘Island Qf Immunity’ 

“Joe’s problem, like' many others who ’ 
stay in Washington, is that the norm 
is inflated,” said William D. Moyers 
of CBS, formerly a colleague of Mr. 
Califano’s in the Johnson White House. ' 
“You get the impression that it’s a 
. chummy, cozy, gentleman’s world out 
beyond the Potomac;' and you forgqL' 
how the vast majority 6f people in the 
country, cope every day with clogged 
freeways and clogged drains, late 
trains, spiraling food costs and the de-' 
cline of the quality of things”. 

“For most of us, the price of every- 


He got it, and in due course became, 
the Army’s, chief lawyer and after that 
an aide to then Defense Secretary Rob- 
ert S. Mcn^mara.,That was, of course, 
in the Pentagon, where they have those 
private dining rooms. ^ • Kr . : 

■ ,His Work at the Pentagon on the ini- 
tial planning, of the supersonic trans- 
po»rt caught President Johnson’s atten- 
tion, and in 1965 ■ Mr. Califano we 
to the White House as a special assist- 
ant. 

He worked — and still works — 12 
hours a day,' six days a week, running 
two shifts of secretaries in the process. 
He was the architect and ramrod of 
many of the Great Society programs, 
and in that role he established^ reputa- 
tion. for intelligence, diligence and 
toughness. ^ > 

From 1969 until earlier this year, Mr. 
Califano practiced law ,in Washington, 
first with the firm of, Arnold & Porter 
and later with Williams, Connolly & 
Califano.* Publication of his financial 
data as required by President Carter 
of his Cabinet nominees showed that 
last year he earned more than $555,000 
from his law practice. - ® 

Wealthy lawyers, like Administration 
insiders, are mot without privilege in 
Washington. For' example, tickets to 
Washington Redskins football games 
are a rare and sought-after currency 
in the city, but Mr, Califano could be 
found at the games almost every Sun- 
day in the private box of his law part- 
ner, Edward Bennet Williams. Mr Wil- 
liams is chairman of the board of the 
m Redskins; ^ " ' : f ! ^ •/ 


thing rises and the quality declines, but 
not for the protected upper? class of 
Washington” Mr. Moyers said. “They 
live on a very small island of immunity 
from .the headaches, frustrations and 
failures that make up the common life 
of everyone else; and they fail to see 
the impact on other people of what 
they do. : ' f 

“A cook to a Cabinet Secretary is 
a convenience that saves time. To 
everyone else, it’s a bitter reminder of 
the perquisites of power which serve 
. further to increase the distance be- 
tween- the public servant and the pub- 
lic. ...... 

h . Certainly, Mr. Califano has enjoyed 

* access to privilege during much, of his 
adult life. Born on the fringes' of the 
Bedford-Suyvesant section of Brooklyn 
in 1931, he was the son of a school- 
teacher of Irish descent and a middle- 
level I.B.M. executive whose own fa- 
ther, an Italian immigrant, had run a 
specialty fruit store in Brooklyn. While 
the Califanos were hot “rich, they were 
not poor either, and they were able 
to send their, son to prep school, Holy 
Cross and Harvard. 

Mr. Califano’s military duty consisted 
of three years in Washington as a naval 
officer. After that , he joined a New 



